
HHHUUURRRRRRIIICCCAAANNNEEE   CCCAAATTTEEEGGGOOORRRIIIEEESSS:::   
WHAT DO THEY REALLY MEAN?   

   

CATEGORY: WIND SPEED: WHAT TO EXPECT: 

11  74-95 mph 
NO REAL DAMAGE TO BUILDING STRUCTURES. DAMAGE PRIMARILY TO UNANCHORED MOBILE 

HOMES, SHRUBBERY, AND TREES. SOME COASTAL ROAD FLOODING AND MINOR PIER DAMAGE 

MAY OCCUR. 

22  96-110 mph 

SOME ROOFING MATERIAL, DOOR, AND WINDOW DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS. CONSIDERABLE 

DAMAGE TO VEGETATION, MOBILE HOMES, AND PIERS. COASTAL AND LOW-LYING ESCAPE 

ROUTES FLOOD 2-4 HOURS BEFORE ARRIVAL OF CENTER. SMALL CRAFT IN UNPROTECTED 

ANCHORAGES BREAK MOORINGS. 

33  111-130 mph 

SOME STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO SMALL RESIDENCES AND UTILITY BUILDINGS WITH A MINOR 

AMOUNT OF CURTAIN WALL FAILURES. MOBILE HOMES ARE DESTROYED. FLOODING NEAR THE 

COAST DESTROYS SMALLER STRUCTURES WITH LARGER STRUCTURES DAMAGED BY 

FLOATING DEBRIS. TERRAIN CONTINUOUSLY LOWER THAN 5 FEET ASL MAY BE FLOODED 

INLAND 8 MILES OR MORE. 

44  131-155 mph 

MORE EXTENSIVE CURTAIN WALL FAILURES WITH SOME COMPLETE ROOF STRUCTURE 

FAILURE ON SMALL RESIDENCES. MAJOR EROSION OF BEACH. MAJOR DAMAGE TO LOWER 

FLOORS OF STRUCTURES NEAR THE SHORE. TERRAIN CONTINUOUSLY LOWER THAN 10 FEET 

ASL MAY BE FLOODED REQUIRING MASSIVE EVACUATION OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS INLAND AS 

FAR AS 6 MILES. 

55  155 mph + 

COMPLETE ROOF FAILURE ON MANY RESIDENCES AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS. SOME 

COMPLETE BUILDING FAILURES WITH SMALL UTILITY BUILDINGS BLOWN OVER OR AWAY. 
MAJOR DAMAGE TO LOWER FLOORS OF ALL STRUCTURES LOCATED LESS THAN 15 FEET ASL 

AND WITHIN 500 YARDS OF THE SHORELINE. MASSIVE EVACUATION OF RESIDENTIAL AREAS 

ON LOW GROUND WITHIN 5 TO 10 MILES OF THE SHORELINE MAY BE REQUIRED.  

 


