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 Town of Tolland 

Conservation Commission Property Management Plan 

King Riverside Conservation Area, Dimock Road 
 
Background – The Tolland Conservation Commission is responsible for overseeing properties purchased by 

the Town of Tolland for conservation purposes and to prepare a management plan for each property. The 

management plans are based upon the environmental characteristics of the property and outline the 

opportunities for public use. Each plan includes a property description, an analysis of the unique characteristics 

and acceptable uses of the property, and a management program. The management program outlines the 

property management and improvement needs; the organizations to manage the property; and resource 

capabilities and protection needs related to the property. Each management plan is developed under the 

Commission’s management planning process. 

 

I.  PROPERTY DESCRIPTION, RESOURCES, POTENTIAL, AND PROBLEMS 

 

Property Description – The King Riverside Conservation Area consists of approximately 173 acres of 

woodland, fields, and marshland in the southeast corner of Tolland. A conservation easement for development 

rights was purchased from the King family in 2007 with assistance from a grant from the State of Connecticut 

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition program administered by the Connecticut Department of Energy 

and Environmental Protection. The entire 173 acre parcel is protected from development in perpetuity by the 

Conservation Easement.  The Town of Tolland does not own the land; it holds the Conservation Easement.  The 

Conservation Easement allows public access to 30 acres along the Willimantic River designated as the Public 

Access Area.  The Conservation Easement prohibits public access to the 143 acre section except for three 

guided tours per year under specified conditions.  The Conservation Easement is incorporated as part of this 

management plan and a copy is attached as pages 12-21. 

 

 

   
 

 

The property is located on Dimock Road, which is a road off of Route 195 near the Tolland-Coventry town line. 

Existing trails on the 30 acre Public Access Area provide accessibility to approximately 3,700 feet of frontage 

along the Willimantic River via a woods road that generally follows the riverbank.  It is within an Important 

Wildlife Area and Corridor as designated by the Town of Tolland Open Space & Conservation Plan (map 12). 
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The King Riverside Conservation Area contains over 150 acres of forest cover. It consists of diverse river 

habitat, small brooks, riverine flood plain forest, forested swamp, upland oak forest, mixed conifer and oak 

forest, ledge outcrops, open field, scrub upland, pond, emergent herbaceous marsh, wet meadow, and active 

agricultural land.  A very large, very old red oak grows on the southern stone wall, serving as a boundary tree.  

The Willimantic River offers great fishing opportunities.  Many deer have been seen.   

 

Near the northern border, Newcomb Brook is a Surface and Stream Water Quality Class A brook (Town of 

Tolland Open Space & Conservation Plan, map 5).  The Willimantic River is a Surface and Stream Water 

Quality Class B river (Town of Tolland Open Space & Conservation Plan, map 5).  The State of Connecticut, 

with inter-town coordination by the Willimantic River Alliance, has designated this area as the Willimantic 

River Greenway.  The U.S. Department of the Interior has designated the Willimantic River Greenway as a 

National Recreation Trail.  

 

The 30 acre Public Access Area is uniquely located in that it is a critical link to open space in Coventry to the 

south and additional Town of Tolland open space property to the north.  The northern part of the trail has a 

beautiful grove of mountain laurel.  At the northerly border, a bridge continues the trail over Newcomb Brook.  

Visitors can continue on to Fox Ridge Lane and then into Tolland’s River Park and Becker Conservation Area.  

From the parking lot at the southern border of the property, visitors can cross Route 195, and using local roads, 

continue to Coventry’s Riverview Park and Mansfield’s Merrow Meadow Park and River Park. 

 

 

Potential Uses – In accordance with the DEEP grant conditions, use of the Public Access Area is restricted to 

passive recreation which includes hiking, maintaining habitats for plants and animals, and studying existing 

habitats and wildlife. Accepted uses of the 30 acre Public Access Area include: 

 

 Fishing 

 Hiking 

 Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing 

 Dog walking under owner’s control; town ordinance requires dogs to be on a leash 

 Habitat and wildlife studies 

 Nature study 

 

 

Use Restrictions - The purpose of the Conservation Easement is to assure that the entire property will be 

retained forever in its natural, scenic, forested, agricultural, and/or open space condition as an important scenic 

resource, to preserve important wetland and upland habitat, to provide opportunities for public recreation and to 

protect water quality and the public water supply.  Section 2 of the attached Conservation Easement lists the 

Prohibited Uses and Activities on the Conservation Area.  Section 3 provides the Permitted Uses and Activities 

on the Conservation Area.  Section 4 states the limitations regarding Public Access to and Use of the 

Conservation Area.  Section 5 states The Holder’s Obligations with Respect to the Conservation Area. 
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Use Restrictions and Visitor Responsibilities – The 30 acre Public Access Area must be used in a manner 

consistent with the Conservation Easement that protects the open space resources. The following guidelines 

are the standards for use and are supported by signage on the area: 

 

 Dogs must be leashed. 

 Leave no trace. 

 No littering. Carry out what you carry in. 

 No motorized vehicles or other means of motorized transport. 

 Do not disturb vegetation or wildlife. 

 Stay on marked trail and roads. 

 No hunting or firearms allowed. 

 No setting of fires. 

 No horses or mountain bikes. 

 Respect the rights of other visitors. 

 Camping is prohibited. 

 Public access is limited to the hours between dawn and dusk. 

 Notify the Conservation Commission of organized group activities. 

 

Note: The owners of the property have retained the rights to hunting on the 143 acres as outlined by the 

Conservation Easement.  Hunting is not permitted within the 30 acre Public Access Area.  

 

 

II. OPEN SPACE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

Management objectives – The principal objectives are to conserve the property and protect wildlife habitat 

while providing access and passive recreational opportunities for the general public. While the Conservation 

Commission, acting as an agent of the Tolland Town Council, is ultimately responsible for property 

management, implementation of a management program is a shared responsibility with the Tolland 

Conservation Corps, property steward(s), and Town agencies and resources in accordance with the Open Space 

Management Guideline and Process.   

 

Specific objectives for the 30 acre Public Access Area include: 

 

 Maintenance and preservation of the Willimantic River watershed. 

 Follow best property management processes. 

 Maintain the open field area and parking. 

 Maintain the trail system. 

 Conduct a natural resource inventory. 

 Preserve the view of the river. 

 Pursue educational, documentation, and protection opportunities for habitat, wildlife, and unique features. 

 Maintain brook/marsh crossings and benches. 
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Management Plan and Program – Tasks required to assure that management objectives are achieved shall be 

overseen by the Conservation Commission and implemented by the Head Steward and the property steward(s). 

Tasks for the 30 acre Public Access Area include: 

 

 Maintain trail markings and signs. 

 Install and maintain property boundary markings. 

 Maintain the trail system. 

 Include hunting caution notices on trail maps. 

 Maintain map containers and keep supplied with property brochures.   

 Perform litter patrol as needed. 

 Maintain parking lot/field in a safe, neat and useable condition. 

 Maintain brook/marsh crossings and benches. 

 Maintain gates and related protective devices. 

 Conduct a natural resource inventory. 

 Establish educational trail markers highlighting unique features of property. 

 

 

Attachments: 

 Parcel map of open space and town properties in the area with location map insert 

 Aerial map showing entire conservation area and public access area 

 Topographical map 

 Trail map 

 Trail connections to Becker Conservation Area 

 Connector map showing Willimantic River trail in Tolland – Coventry – Mansfield 

 Easement 

 

The steward of the property is Maxine Cole.
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